Hye-Jin’s Tale
Chapter Six

September 25“’, 1996, Pusan, South Korea

When Kang-Ja Kim answered the doorbell, she knew immediately that
Seung-Jae was her relation. He had his mother’s features, which were
unmistakable. And /e knew that this old woman was related to his mother, as
she looked exactly the same!

“You look exactly like my Mother!”

“Yes, we are twins. Didn’t she tell you?”

“No, she only told me that she had a sister in the south. That’s all she
told me.”

After introductions, the three sat in the small living room of the
apartment.

“Aunt Kang-Ja, you should know that my Mother is very sick.”

“Yes, I know.”

“You already know? But how?”

“A twin often can feel what the other is feeling, even when they’re far apart. For the last 40 years I
have known how your mother was. Even when she was giving birth, I knew what was happening.”

“Yes, I’ve heard of this phenomenon,” added Hye-Jin.

“Unfortunately we twins feel more of the pain of the other rather than the joy. But I know that your
mother is not in so much pain now, though I still feel it occasionally these past weeks. But I had no idea that
her son would be visiting. You must have quite a story to tell of your trip here.”

“Yes, I do. But the reason I came can perhaps be explained best by this.” Seung-Jae took out the
letter and handed it to his Aunt.

Kang-Ja looked at the envelope for a long time. The young couple remained silent as she did so,
knowing that she was going through some strong emotions.

“T guess I should open it. It must be important to have you deliver it to Pusan.” Kang-Ja had a tear in
her eye as she slowly opened the letter. She read silently for a minute and then looked up.

“Your mother wants you to hear what she has to say while I read it aloud.”

“If that’s all right with you, I’d love to share her message with my aunt.”

Kang-Ja paused a second and adjusted her reading glasses. Then she began.

Ty Droeers Sover,

U youw are veading this, it means that my son bhas aviived safely. [ hace praged for
Oewng-cees safe jowney.  never wold have sent hin wnless it was important fou hinm to
be with goww when gow vead this letter.

 bonow, dean sister, that cver %@ﬁa’m& 4OWW%WW%/VW@‘WC%W%/QMM
sovews, just s have {ele gouns across these mang mles. And [ fonow that gow have fele
decply g sichnesy this past gear. Sut fecl no sadinesy fev me, v { hace had @ good . full
(ifer with few wegrets. Bt now { must tell yow something that gow dent bnow, ln fact, ne
one hrows of thiv, now that swe parents have passed on. And that i that we have @ brother,




Kang-Ja looked up at her visitors in shock. She didn’t have any inkling that there were more than two
children in her parents’ family. Kang-Ja had been separated at an early age from the rest of her family, at the
age of five, and she hadn’t known about her family since then. She continued reading.

ess goww and [ ave noe the only siblings. 7o were not told abect cun bucther. Do never
spolee @bowt hinv, coon afiter we were trapped. in the novth and coddint weturnn to Flsan to
bo with gow, But { shoidd tell gow that Ve talloed about gou alwags when she was stll
with ws, She passed away in 1992, and Led {ollowed bher several months later. (o was
oily on going through hev things afte the funeal that { ceme upen heov diany. The diary
began just before the end of Vol Ver (L, @nd continued wp wntil hev death. She
weote more i hew little boole in the early dags, but later on thee was barely @ paragiaph
ver gean. Sut arcund. 1943 there was @ Ly of weiting fuom bev, (6 was maestly ebout bher
finse borm, the son she had before she gave binth to ws @ couple of gears laten. Ae was tatken
Cuom his parents and was adapted by encther family. [ rom what [ codd wndewstand
feom swn mothers weiting, he son wes given to @ businessman and his wife, whe was
berren. This was the only way they could sbtain @ sor, and the man mase lileely paid off
the local officials fov such @ tuansaction to take place. 7 (onw snly found sut gears later
that hev son was waised in the notthwest part of the cowntry, cnly about 100 leilometers
away.

Argeag, s brother grew wp and got maviied to @ local gil quite @ bit gounger
than he, and they had @ baby ginl arcuwnd 1950, thei finst and only child.

[ the past five gears o so this pare of the cowntry has saffered from drcught and
Hooding, so focd prodiction has become dangerously low, and ne more so than in cwr
@WLWW.@W@wWWMMt@WWme. Yhe
tending, s @ll prodice was being seceed Ly the scavenging soldiers. Things were dboicusly
desperate, so our brother did what he had to do: he sold his daughter to an agency across
the Chinese border for @ sach of vice.

7 low, dovt be too shoched coer this ccawnnence, dear sisten, as it &5 3¢l commmon
WM%&W@WW&GWW Oo thes trade was not an isolated ineident, believe

ne,




By nows gorw must be wendering bow { came to fonow this, Tl swr brother, aften
S0 many gears away, came to visit (ase gear, After his fathers funeel, he discovered from
natewral parents were, After several beibes and @ lot of detective wok, he finally evived
@t g doot,
engmore, sohe st able to support his mother and wife, whe are alse desperctely sick.
and he wants hev back.
of cwr plans was ang good. J@mmwwmwm@w@wwf:ay%@vﬁm
w@%%mm%@m@m Wa@wmm%@%o@mwﬁﬁwm Se L wasnt
Anguag. by now gou prebably see mg plan. Dy son Seung-clee i now i safe
(e will bo much safer to approact this problem from cutside Vowt Xorew, and perhaps @
Oean sister, gou b thae [ cannst belp gouw i this, as { am ading badly dhese
Oewng-ciee will fll yow i on @l the sther news about s lives here in the north,
AL dhese goass e have chasgheof g fonily, and fially, Lhpes that my son s made
contact with gow. And what is better, the two of yow will have it in gowr power to reanite
eoer T Seon

End of Chapter SIX




